THE problem of the fractured femur is the problem of the stiff knee. The fracture itself presents little difficulty, with the exception of those fractures occurring in the supracondylar region, and the upper third of the shaft of the femur. In war time, the problem of the stiff knee is of the utmost importance. A soldier who has had a fracture of the femur is unlikely to return to duty, not because of the mal-union or non-union of the fracture, but because of the disability resulting from the stiffness of the knee-joint.
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For most occupations the industrial worker requires a range of at least 90 degrees, and for some he requires a range considerablv greater than this in order to do work efficiently. Mutch time has therefore to be spent on treatment directed towards unstiffening the knee long after the fracture has healed. 
